BEHCHITDEE LSEFREAR

KR Efe gl

BB RESR LR

R :
BETERREE

x B F

SR B EE TR IR AR
AR B o 72 B SRS
WOEBE b, TIEEARIT 3
DREETANSNELL,
(I7F0 3 4F 5 F 4LL)

Historic site of Satsuma's con-
struction office

This is the site of a wealthy farmer,
Hyonai Kito's main cottage wher
Mr. Hirata committed suicide. (Built
in May 1928)
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Letter of thanks to
Satsuma for its work
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ist Elysian fields was first built in 1913 by the people in the then lkebe village.

The people of Yoro town assembly who honor the devoted Satsuma retainers took an initiative to build a
memorial hall by donation of all the people in the town and put the retainer’s remains in it, and a statue

of the Goddess of Mercy and retainers’ Buddhist name are enshrined in the hall.

“Tord of the province of Satsuma died at the house of Mr. Kito Omaki's house due to lending a hand in

the construction of the To river.” is registered in the necrology of Tensho-ji temple.
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The departed souls of 27 devoted retainers are enshrined in Yoro town with only three grave stones built
at the Tensho-ji temple, and the tombstone for these 27 devoted retainers who were buried in the Buddh-
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Monument of a rip on the embankment o}
the Makita

The rips on the embankment of the Makita
river both by the localized torrential down-
pour and so called Ise Bay typhoon in 1959
gave much damage to the Tage-waju. a com-
munity surrounded by a dike to protect it
from floods. (Built in October 1974)
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Monument of death poem by venerable
Mr. Hirata

Mr. Yukie Hirata, Chief magistrate, committed a
heroic suicide at the official residence in Omaki
town by taking the entire responsibility of
causing the death of more than 80 people and
spending as much money as 400,000 pieces of
gold. (Built in November 1971}
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Mortuary tablet of devoted Satsuma re-
tainers

This is the engraved mortuary tablet of 27
devoted retainers who are enshrined in
Tensho-ji temple and the Buddhist Elysian
fields. The necrology writing about the 27 de-
voted retainers is kept in Tensho-ji temple.

Tensho-ji temple
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Earthenware pot used to bury the devoted
retainers

The earthenware pot used to bury the de-
voted retainers was dug out from under the
road when the prefectural road was repaired.
7 bodies in total was dug out at this time and
their remains were put in the memorial hall.

Senbon Matsubara (one thousand pine

grove)
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Clansmen of the Satsuma clan and flood control
construction in Horeki Era

The three big rivers, Kiso, Nagara and Ibi, and their branches
that meander through the river zones have been flooded each
time it rained heavily. affecting the people living around the area.
The development of new rice paddies on the lower part of these
three rivers in the first half of the Edo era narrowed the width
of these rivers, holding the water in the area for long to flood.
And a voice to control flood was increasingly raised high.

The Tokugawa government had so far been taking care of the
flood problem by the system called the mutual support of the
feudal load and the farmers in Mino county and constructions
by national service. Since the system could no longer solve the
problem, there was no other way but asking another lord to
help with the flood control construction. It was the 3rd year of
the Horeki era (1753), 13th year of the Bunka era (1816) and lst
year of the Bunkyu era (1861) when the Satsuma clan was
asked by the Tokugawa government to help with the flood con-
trol construction in Gifu prefecture.The clan lent a helping
hand at their own expenses except the Horeki flood control
construction, and it had to dispatch its own clansmen only to
go through difficulties.

Why the Satsuma clan was asked to lend a hand was that
those rivers flooded even after the flood control construction
made by the aid of Wakasano-kami Niwa; a lord in the Enkyo
era did not stop flooding and damage was done to the area due
to holding a flood for long; Therefore, in the 3rd year of the
Horeki era, people in each Waju (a community surrounded by a
dike to protect it from floods) submitted petitions not only to
the Kasamatsu and Tara town halls but also to the government,
asking the Satsuma clan to carry out a flood control construc-
tion at their own expenses. And the government, admitting the
necessity of the drastic flood control construction, ordered the
Satsuma clan to help work on the rivers in No, Sei and Bishu
counties.

The contents of the work were:

1) To divide 40% of the Kiso river into branches by dredging
the sandbank of Saya town, 2) to branch the Kiso and Ibi riv
ers that joined at Yushima-shinden and Matsunoki areas and 3)
to repair the banks damaged by the flood in August.

The total cost of construction was planned to be 99,300 pieces
of gold coins and 4,604 pieces of lumbers.

Upon receiving the order from the government, the Satsuma
clan assigned Mr. Yukie Hirata, a councillor, as the magistrate
and Juzo ljuin, chief of superintendent from the government as
the deputy magistrate in order to carry out the work.

Though the Satsuma clan was considered to be financially rich
by the government at that time, they in fact owed people in
their own clan and in Osaka city about 700,000 pieces of gold
coins. So while staying in Osaka on his way to Mino county,
Yukie Hirata had to keep himself busy in borrowing 70,000
pieces of gold coins. The Satsuma clan spent about 400,000
picces of gold to finish the work, which meant a lot even to a
big clan like Satsuma with 770.000-koku fief because its annual
income was 450.000-koku (these days one koku was equivalent
to one piece of gold coin).

947 clansmen of the Satsuma clan were dispatched to work on
the construction.

EFEHﬂ%smﬁﬁ%(k%) rable Mr. Yukie Hirata

Though the government was formally a main body of the con-
struction, the Satsuma clan was actually responsible for all the
work. The officers of the government were very strict with the
specifications and terms of work. So when any mistake or fault
was found out by them. the Satsuma was held responsible and
eventually charged to pay the increase in expenses. Further,
they were unfamiliar to the flood control construction, but
when it was crippled by the flood in summer, the government
reprimanded Satsuma strictly. Resented by the way the govern-
ment treated them and taking responsibilities for their causing
troubles, some even committed “hara-kiri” (suicide by dis-
embowelment). With the bad treatment that the clansmen re-
ceived because of the order given by the government to the loc-
al people and with epidemics that infected them. due to the poor
treatment of the government, more than 80 clansmen died in
total, including Yukie Hirata who committed hara-kiri after
completion of the construction and other 57 men who also
found to have committed hara-kiri.

The construction was roughly divided into four sections:

The most difficult work was to build a crossing dam at the loc-
al site of Yushima Shinden and a dam that adjusts the force of
water and river-bed at O-kure river. Building the dam at
Yushima Shinden was to branch from Kiso river that flowed
into [bi river on the west side with strong current of water be-
cause the former's water-bed and water level had been higher
than those of the latter's. But if the dam was built, no boat
could cross the rivers, so a bank, 55ken (about 990 meters)
from the North and 200ken from the South was built in order
to cope with the matter. The bank is currently called “Senbon-
matsubara” (one thousand pine grove). The construction on O-
kure river was to build a 98ken dam that adjusts a water cur-
rent and river-bed in order to weaken the force of water.The
construction started in February of the 4th year of the Horeki
(1754) and ended at the end of March next year, and it was
May 22nd when the on-site inspection was finished by the gov-
ernment. We are very much impressed by the clansmen’s zeal
to have carried out so much work in more than one year




